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Jeft Musser spent ayear.on his project,

Artis

nacool, overcast morning, Jeff
Musser is mowing the carpet in his
midtown apartment with adandy
Eureka upright. The apartment reeks
paint, and one has to tiptoe
through a party of celebrated faces.

‘The apartment doubles as Musser's studio
Thereis a canvas tarp on a portion of the floor
Another paint-dabbed tarp covers the front wall
On the easel, there is a half-finished portrait of
sculptor Camille VandenBerge, looking much like
an emerging blond goddess. Wayne Thiebaud,
whose portrait s finished, sits on the floor, look-
ing on approvingly

Jeff Musser has an appealing, perhaps even
insightial,show opening Saturdayai the Ellio
Fouts Gallery. It s called “Local Legends: Po
wraits of At There are 20 canvases n ll
most of which are of well-known artists in the
area. “I wanted to show that there’s more to the
city than just the Sacramento Kings,” he's

Jeff Musser is 30 years old. Heis, o date, an
unknown artist. Wearing paint-splatered boots,
pants, a T-shirt, he s slim, pale, with thin arms, a
nubby scalp, a coarse, reddish beard. He s sof
spoken, articulate. He has watchful, blue-gray
eyes and his gaze is almost drowsy, at times
lulling,

Heis not by nature aggressive, Or abnoxious.
Thus, the prospect of cold-calling artists he
admires and asking them if he could paint their
portrai, well it filled him with terrifying dread.
*Sometimes I would call and hang up the phone
before they answered,” he says

Only two artists refused him - Fred Dalke
Wayne Thiebaud. But he painted them any

Portraits of Artsts,”

the Eliott Fouts Gallery.

ts in residence

JEFF MUSSER’S NEW
SHOW FEATURES
20 ‘LEGENDS, PAINTED
FROM PHOTOS
HIS APARTMENT

The surprise here is just how accommodating
mos o the artsts were, how encouraging, how
generous of their time. Musser, who work
photographs, spent an entire year e e prointt
In effect, he artists as non-paying room:
mates (no surprise there) in his tiny apartment
And he did all the cleaniny

Now, in advance of the show, most of the

ompleted portra

I Y ehair at Dillon
Beach. There’s B Musser's
Kitchen, looking pleased if not He didn't
even want to see my work firs s Musse

‘He just came over.
More incredible was the reception he got from
Helen and Alan Post. They invited him to the

house. “He called my slides exquisite,” Mus:
says of Alan Post. *I was floating on the
et there! " He dr.

Bowles;talked fo hours with Peter Vanden
Berge: was given an eye-popping tour of Mel
Ramos” studio in Oakland. Greg Kondos actually
gave him an original pencil sketch

nishap. Troy Dalton s a
ne night

There was only one
o ng gaze.

Mu
il iend ook one
and cried - "Can yo

ait

ok at Dalton’s frank p
turn that around? He's

ew up in River Park. His father
was a vacuum cleaner and sewing machine re
pairman; his mother worked for Social Security
T was relatively quiet, a loner, usser. "1
could entertain myself with art. | did normal
things,too T had fiends Iplayed baseball. But1
W awing

cramenta High School. And
Colleg his supportive

says Mi

as a
Hewentto
American Rive

Jpon gradulion,he worked or a b
whose singl client was
lening of his

s. But his areer s |
wasin fhe 2008 Crock
a portrait of his grandmother was accepted in this
year’s State Fair. The show at Elliott Fouts is a
turning point
ve learned what I'm capable of and what I'm

ot capable f," says Musser. 1 shouldn'tbe too
hardon myself. v onlybecn pining o e
veryone fod me, Find your voie. Be
ctoit, Be enacious. It doesn't happen
overnight




